THE CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
'provincial Estates', which lingered on in parts of France up to
the Revolution. The assembly of the whole kingdon, known as
the States (that is, Estates)-General, was summoned for the first
time in 1484, on the occasion of the minority of Charles VIII,
and for the last time in 1614.
The assembly met in obedience to the king's order, and not
in the exercise of a right. The members travelled to it reluctantly,
at their own expense or that of their town, in order to wrangle
with the king's commissaries, who had sent them a demand for
money based on the feudal obligation known as aids. The pre-
lates and nobles consented to the imposition of a levy in money,
not on their own property, but on that of the villeins on their
domains, while the procurators of the towns consented to the levy
of taxes on their inhabitants.
5*TAILLES'  AND   'AIDES5
These levies at first bore the ancient name of failles and aides,
but were afterwards called impSts (imposts), because they were
imposed by the king.
The Government discussed with the assemblies of Estates how
the taxes were to be assessed and collected, tried two systems, and
ended by adopting both. The Estates of Languedoc preferred to
promise a fixed sum which they undertook to share out among
the towns and villages according to the number of hearths - that
is, households - from which it was known first asfouage (from the
Latin focus, a hearth; French,^, fire). In 1355 the Estates of
the French-speaking regions established duties on the sale of food-
stuffs, known as aides, and particularly on liquors. They appointed
a staff whose duty it was to collect the money, disburse it as pay
to the troops, and adjudicate on disputes with taxpayers. The
right of levying the taxes on sales was leased to tax-farmers
(fermurs).
The same procedure was adopted for the salt monopoly, which
had been established since 1345 under the name gabelle, derived
from the Arabic, and was leased to a company which carried on
the retail trade in salt.
The king soon deprived the Estates of the power to select those
whose function it was to administer the aides, and himself nomi-
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